LOUIS XIV: DICTATOR AND KING
IT will then not be a matter for astonishment if we include
the great King in the ranks of the dictators, although the
idea of dictatorship is generally held to signify the sub-
stitution of a temporary, for a normal and regular form
of government. But such a view of the matter has in
reality no a priori validity, inasmuch as the proper aim
of a dictator being to restore, or to establish, a stable
government for the benefit of the State, it was precisely
with that aim that Louis XIV was constantly occupied.
As heir apparent, Louis XIV was naturally called on
to succeed his father, but from his earliest days, saddened
as he had been, and humiliated, by the Fronde, he made
up his mind to be a King indeed, to impress his will upon
his subjects to whatever order they belonged, no matter
how exalted their birth, no matter how distinguished
their services to the State, No other sovereign of the
Capet dynasty had ever set his heart so ardently on
personal ascendancy, none had ever been so ready to
assume the responsibilities of government.
Doubtless we must beware of conjuring up an a
posteriori picture of a youthful prince uniting in his person
all the virtues of an experienced statesman with the
seductive charm of youth. Before attaining the wisdom
which we find so striking and so moving in the Memoirs
which he began to write at the age of thirty, the son of
Louis XIII had served his apprenticeship both as a man
and a monarch. But one of his earliest and clearest ideas,
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